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DEBATE^tN THE SENATE,
HARBOR AND RIVER BILL.(Cowtisued.)
Monday, March 3.In continuation.

Several loxiidvitDli having been discussed and disposed
of, aa already pub lished.
Mr. FOOIE, It is nearly halt' past three o'clock. We

.re human beiafB ; we most eats we must refresh ourselves.
take a races* unlit five o'clock.

Mr. DICKTNSON. Boats of u« dine at five o'clock. 8ay
a« o clock.

Mr. CLAY. I hope we will take oa recess.
to postpone the farther coneidera-

uotil o'deek this evening.
Mr. WALKER. I call ifor the yeas and nay*.
The yeas and nays were-erdered.
Mr. FOOTE. I do not think my constituents will blame

me for catiug my dinner.
Mr. 8EBA8ITAN. 'I wish to inquire of the Chair who-

ther, H w s take a raeeas, this eame subject will come ap aa a
matter of course when we re-assemble >

Mr. BELL. You will never reach It again.
Tke PRESIDE N'T. A receaa being taken by consent «f

the Senate, it wdl-ooamnip again; bat, if Ike motion to poet-
pone be. agreed H, it will requirea motion to take np the biM.
The quertton %eing-taken by yeaa and nays oa the motion

to poatpone, it raeultodwt follows i

.Alteon,. Berrien, Bradbury, Butler,
DwK aftlleilaaippl, Dawson, Downa, Foote, Hate,teer.^iny, Mason, Morton, Noma

xftve^6*"kvPlar*eo°i Turneyt Vulee.83.
Ch !.B^dwin/Beil.Borland, Bright,

Cooper, Davie, of Massachusetts, Dtck-
T:iron, Dodge, ofWtsoonsm, Dodge, of lows, Douglas, Ewiag,
?-'il,cht.<?re*Pe» J<««. Mangum, Miller, Phelp.>rstt, Ran-

. Sebastian, Seward, 'Shields, Smith, Spruanee, Under-
»«<ood, Uphaa, Wales, Walker 32.

So the motion was rejected.
Mr. YULCE. 'T move to amend the bill by adding at the

tod of it .:
"No part of tfieuppropriationa authorized by this act shall

go into meet until all the outstanding bonds for the public debt
ahall havefeeeo-peld and cancelled."

* .* fofthe yeaa and naya on the Amendment.
The yeas and naya were ordered, and being taken resulted

as follows :

YEAS.Messrs. Atchison, Butler, Clemens, Davis, of
Misstssipni^Dawnn, Downs, Foote; Houston, Hunter, King,
wX'r, Bhe"' S~"' Tu."'

Rr^K??.rMe!?^?l,(l^r' Bddwin, Bell, Berrien, Borland,
Bright, ChasejClarke, Clay, Cooper/Davis, ot Maaiaebutetts,
SSZT** of Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Ewing,
Fel«h, Greeae, Hamlin, Jones, Mangum, Miller, Pearce,
w)DwPVt h*"'r'Sr'N ®eward» Shields, tpruance, Under¬
wood, fUpham, and Wales.31.

So (he amendment was rejected.
Mr. FOOTE. I move to amend'the bill by adding :
N# part of the appropriationa authorized by this act

frTi? «nt» theoutatanding bonds for the pub-
ilfi .r1 hrve *"*0 paid and cancelled, unless it be such
portions thereof as are based upon official estimates, and are
ot a national character."

Mr. MASON called for the yeaa and nays.
They were ordered, and being taken resulted as follows:

nrl' Atchifon, Bradbury, Clemens, Davis, of
Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Hamlin,
WaLi-17?' D' Norri'* Rhet,» Somle> burgeon, and

BrSht¥S'i1'rT'* BnFl' B»I1dwi". »ell, Berrien, Borland,
Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis, of Massac

ST'gt 91 Wi,<50n,iD' Dod*e' of Iowa' Ewing,
PrJ» ??nnei' »T M,t«ura. Pearce, Phelps,
Pratt, JUntoul, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruanee, Un¬
derwood, Vpham, and Wales.32.

un

80 the amendment wa« rejected.
Mr. DICKINSON. I hope that by unanimous content a

receas will bo taken until six o'clock. I believe it will ad¬
vance buctcess.

8everal 8exatobs. Oh, no.
Mr. CLAY. I object.

th
®^^INS0N. The 8enator can object after I get

through. I believe .we ahall be better qualified to attend to
buttnes#, and better fitted to endure a long sitting bv taking
a recees, than by continuing without*one.

fPor^f°vT?T T° acCOmPlish the object of my friend

Af £7i 0rt' . m?V,e \° P^P006 tbe further consideration
of the bjil until six o'clock.

Mr. 8EWARD. I call for the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered, and bein* taken were aa

ollows ;

.
TOAS.Messrs. Atchison, Berrien, Bradbury, Bright, But-

fcce"^S:enH' ^^MissiMippi, Dawson, Downs,
i H°u,*on. Hunter, King, Mason, Morton

vivs ^ .ou,o' Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee.23.
Bad«ervBaldwin. Bell, Borland, Chaie,

DmW n%! .ooPer* "**»., r°Tf Massachusetts, Dickinson,
Dodge, ot Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Ewiag, Felch, Greene

80 the motion was not agreed to.

..
MASON. * have an amendment to propose. I think

t has become apparent that it is the purpose of the majority
to authorize the expenditure of the public money for theim-
provement of rmileta and streams the character of which is
not known to the country. But I presume it is not the pur¬
pose of that majonty to authorize the expenditure of the pub¬
ic money beyond the limits of the United States. I propose

f exP?nd^. of .ppropriation to remove ob-
structions from the Rio Orande to that part of the river which
hea within the limits of the United Stafes, by adding :

. expenditure of this sum is to be confined to ob¬
structions in mid over widiin the limits of the United States."
The treaty with Mexico defines the boundary of the Uni-

ted States to be the middle of that river. The provision
c, the amendment is intended to affect authorizes the re¬

moval of obstructions from that river, and the amendment is
to confine the expenditure to the limits of the United Slates.

t ,
* *® rather inclined to think my friend

from > irgima made a mistake in regard to a lacf, which he
dm stated. He seems to overlook the fact which I think
most obvious at the present time, that there is a sort of gen¬
eral understanding that in the course of a few months the

ted States
portion of M"ico wi" to *onexed to the Uni-

Mr. MA80N. In reference to that I woulJ ear, "suffi¬
cient for the day la the evil thereof." At present the boun-

J.ff Ute* " lhe middle of the Rio Grande,
ri«r

'Uth°nte" ,he «f«nditure any where in that

Hr' J<Rio Grwule "v«r» Texas."
..

*'. BORLAND. I would call attention to the words of
the bill, fney are : "For the removal of the obstruction in
the Kw Grande river, Texas, $*5,700."

The of the bill tctuallT makes it
worse. It will be seen that ita framers locate the whole Rio
Grande river, tn Texas. We ought to correct the geogra¬
phical mistake, any how. Surely we do not wiah to legislate

^ *'«ng on the Mexican territory, by saying
?r,D1, in T<xm» wheo part of it is in Mexico.

I think that, in comity to the people of Mexico, we ought
not to seize the whole river, although there stems to be a
mintieit disposition'here to monopolize it.

Mr. BUTLER. I presume the appropriation ia intended
lha. improvement of the Texan side of the river. Now,

no nation would allow you to dig a channel on your aide of
tbe river, and throw the sand banks on their side. 8och a

£BO£°*ltl0n D0® to toard of, unless we assume power
on the ground of war. I

ifr' FWiln '! woo,d to caura of war.

Mr' Br-ri^pD CM uk®^ out.

disturb th« »K
^ y0Q t*^a ^ inHl °Ot't may

di*put« for one
A Fiom,n ."f erof nid that th.

«SSH .JjiHT " fnmd "" 1««l >» ¦ 'or th.

whole' WII.T UEhas S'bJmSSLt" l,,a^on fJ"
been forced upon CongrraTTi .

U h"

portunity to conaider it. It locates the Ri rl* "a?
the United Sun*. s,«4, 11 tbe R«o Grande within
we unueu suiea. Hucta an aasumption wonWI r.rt.ini. u.
offensive to any nation, and a regard for ^
tiooal courtesy, and juaUce wooT^"^
auch thing shonld be done. Even between the two m
South Caroliaa and Gwrgi^-I believe qZZ STZSi
jealoua, though she generally .pee. with uSra would not
allow Georgia to interfere with the navigation of the Savannah
river without consnltini South Carolina, and I presume Qm.
gia would not permit South Carolina to interfere without
consulting ber.

Ul

Mr. BERRIEN. You have no right to the Savannah
river

Mr. BUTLER. A friend says we have no right to the
Savannah nver. We take the right. The truth ia, that
Georgia has been rather preteaaive on thia subject. But I
have mentioned this ae an illustration of the point. We
would iftt undertake to interfere with the navigation ot the
Savannah river without lha permission or Georgia. Georgia
would not do it without enquiring South Carolina. Hence
the provision in the act of Coagraaa in ralation to the matter.
I will not attempt to dictate ta Mexico in th» way.

The question being uken on the amendment, by yew aD(l

n8^E\S.Messrs. Atchison, Berrien, Bradbury, Butler,
& l Ctaeni, Davii, of Minissippi, Dawson, Dickinjon,Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, King, Maaon, Morton, Nor»
ris, Hhett, SosJe, Sturgeon, and Turoey.21- . ,NAYS.M«aar». Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Dsvis, of Massachusetts, Dodg ,

of Wiaconain, Kwing, Felch, Greene, ijjjgum, Miliar, Peart*, Phelps, Pratt, .dBhieWs, Saiilh, Spruance, Undeiwood, Walea, Walker, ana
Wfeitcomk.31.
80 it was rejected. , ,Mr. TOOTE. I move to inaert before the words *10

G»nd. m«," tte wo,d.
"river" the word «1 in, "ao aa to make it read, wrremo
obstructions in that part of the Rio Grande river in lexas.
Tbe amendment was rejected. 1)P,Mr. FOOTE. I move to insert aAer the *«>«. Rl°

Grande river," the words " the consent of MexicoJ**"*obtained." I am unwilling to injure the interest* of Mexico
by undertaking to improve the navigation of a ^she is equally intereeted with ouiaelves. I .» ncj
¦see in the chamber the able minister who
teresti of the United States at the Mexican Government, (Mr.
¦Letcher.) If he ia given sfleckl instmctions onlhe> sulyec:,
when he goes back to Mexico I have no dohsw>U sac-

nseafully arrange the matter, as he has abend? arranged the
project of auiWray across the Isthmus of Tehu*otepec. Hewill probably a*mre the consent of Mexiw to our

the navigation of that part of the Bio
Texas » butlwisb hot to interfere with the rights or a nmgu

^'ffe quwSon being laken on the amendment, by yea*and
""yEAS.Messrs. Atchlnson, Beri ien, Bradburr, Clemens,
Davis, of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Ma¬
son, Morton, Norris, Soule, and Sturgeon.14. .

YEAS.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, B°r,alJd»Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Davis, of Massachusetts Dickin¬
son Dodge, oi Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Ewing, relch,
Greene, fiouston, Jones, Mangum, Miller, Pr*"'

,Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Wales,
and Walker.30.
80 the motion was rejected.
Mr. 1>AVI8, of Mississippi. I move, in the two hundred

and thirteenth line, to strike out the word "Texas and in¬
sert "in New Mexico," so as to make the clause read.
"For removing the obstructions in the Rio Grande river,

In New Mexico, 145,700."
I do not propoae to strike out any portion of the dollars

connected with this item, but merely to strike out the words
" in Texas," and insert " in New Mexico. I propose that,
ifthe 8enate insist on spending that number ofdollars, they will
at leaat expend it where tbey have a right to do so, and where
they will not do it for the mere purpose of expending money
in violation of the treaty obligations existing between the
United 8tates and Mexico. I remarked on Saturday that the
tieaty obligations bjund us not to interfere with the K10
Grande, where it waa the boundary between the Lnited State*
and Mexico. The 8euate h»ve just decided that they would
not ask the consent of Mexico before proceeding with the im¬
provement of the Rio Grande. Thia is a new mode of an-

nulling the obligations of a treaty.a majority of the Senate
overruling that which was done by two-thirds of the 8enate.
In otder that this matter may be fairly understood I send to
the Secretary the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and I aak him
to read the 7th article of it.
The Sjchitabt accordingly read the article, as follows :
" The river Gila and the part of the Rio Bravo del Norte

lying below the southern boundary of New Mexico being,azreeabllPto the fifth article, divided in the middle between
the two republics, the navigation of the Gila and ot the Bravo
below said boundary shall be free and common to the vessels
and citizens of both countries 5 and neither shall, without the
consent of the other, construct any work that may impede or
interrupt, in whole or in part, the exercise of this right, not
even for the purpose of favoring new modes of navigation. IS or
shall any any tax or contribution, under any denomination or
title, be levied upon vessels or persons navigating the same,
or upon merehandise or effects transported thereon, exoept in
the case of landing upon one of their shorei. If, tor the pur¬
pose of making the said rivers navigable, or for maintaining
them in such state, it should be necessary or advantageous to
establish any tax or contribution, this shall not be done without
the consent of both Governments.

** The stipulations contained in the present article shall not
impair the territorial rights ofeither republic within its estab¬
lished limits."

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Thus it will be seen that we
are very closely restricted. We are even prevented from in¬

troducing new modes of navigation, and confined to the strict¬
est and sternest neutrality on that river. When the proposi-
tion was made to the Senate either to admit or deny the obli-
gations of the treaty, I could not vote to deny them. I knew
there was a treaty obligation in rejard to the matter. I knew
of no mode of getting rid of that treaty obligation, and I can¬
not understand the opposition of those who refuse to agree
that such improvements shall only be made with the consent
of Mexico. This I know, that this will lessen the number
of Congressional districts involved in the bill. I will not at
present try to reduce the appropriation, but will try the amend¬
ment first.

.....Mr. BRIGHT. The clause of the tieaty which has been
read escaped my attention. I think it presents a question
well worthy the consideration of the 8enate. The reading of
the treaty shows most conclusively that the United 8tates have
no power whatever to interfere with the navigation of that
river without the assent of Mexico. It is a treaty stipulation
that the United Slates shall not alter the navigation of that
river. When Senators come to consider the treaty, I think
theyswill decide that a very important queation is involved in
this, and that we ought to be careful bow we make this ap¬
propriation. I voted against the amendment of the 8enator
from Mississippi, (Mr. Foote,) and I shall certainly change
my vote if I have an opportunity of doing so. I therefore
move to reconsider the vote rejecting the amendment offered
by the Senator from Mississippi.

Mr. BADGER. I suppose that would not be id order
while another question is pending.

Mr. DAVI8, of Mississippi. I withdraw my amendment
for the motion of the Senator from Indiana.
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Nonmsiu the chsir.)The question is on the motion of the Senator from Indiana to

reconsider the vote rejecting the amendment of the Senator
from Mississippi, which was to add the words, " the consent
of Mexico first being obtained."

Mr. RANTOUL. Can it be of the slightest use to this
nation, or any part of it, to load this bill with words which are
a mere surplusage if they are put in ' The treaty of Mexico
is the law of the land. If we make an appropriation autho¬
rizing the Executive to improve a certain river, he is to do it
in conformity with existing Isws, until those laws shall be
changed. Most assuredly this clause does not set aside the treaty
with Mexico, or any part of that treaty. It will stand where
it was. It is the law. There can be no need, therefore, of
putting into this bill that this money is to be expended in con¬
formity with tbe treaty. There has been no intimation that
it is to be otherwise txpendfd.

Mr. MA80N. I submit to the 8anator from Massachusetts
that, if Coogrese direct tbe money to be expended for the
removal of obstructions in the Rio Grande, is it not manda¬
tory on the Executive officers to execute the Nw, and to re¬
move these obstructions, no matter in what part of the
river they may be found ?

Mr. RANlOUL. I have not the slightest difficulty in
answering the Senator from Virginia. This law authorises
the Executive to do a certain thing. It may be done in such
a way as to violate the treety with Mexieo ? it may be done
in such a way as to conform to tbe treaty with Mexico. How
is it to be construed ? In conformity with the treaty, in

conformity with pre existing laws, unless it is obviously In-
tended to set aside pre-existing laws. A snag is an obstruc¬
tion. Can we not take up a snag in the Rio Grande without
violating the treaty with Mexico f The Executive is not
authorised to violate the treaty. That ia my answer to the

^Mr** DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator from Massa¬
chusetts argues this question as though the Rio Grande wereI nZVvL ,0 olhlr H.. H.
to remove snags from the river. Does not the Senator
know that there are no trees along that river to make snapToe obstruction, are of a different character, tbey constst of
Irdres of rocks and sand banks. Though it may be verySJE to the people of tbe United States, with their immenseZm Irer,Vmeke alterations in that river milted to their
means of navigation, it would not satisfy he
They require pools for their irngatioo, which is far more vain23. «̂ ,.uRo(ok^«.r n.""d.m. ia lb. .tratm, «od to « .» ""SFLFtiLaway all the poola with which they irrigate their fields,
you have no right to do; «hey i^er guve joo the right
The river is peculiar < the navigation along it is peculiarn It
haa its aeeeone. It hae even been reported that intervale have
occurred where a sand bar has stretched scross tbe etrea .

This is of a totally different character from moat streams-
There are a totally different character of obetructions to be
removed. This must be considered in connexion with the
treaty 1 and it most be remembered that the people of Mexico
did not surrender to us the right to improve the river without
their consent.

Mr. FOOTE. This very provision is a proof of the ex-
cecding'y hasty manner in whieh this hill hoe keen conduct-

ed. TbU should urge upon us the necessity of avoiding
undue haete in legislating upon auoh important national con¬
cerns. I have no doubt at all that unless the Government is

exceedingly diacreet in carrying the law into effect, a cause of
war may be aupplied to Mexico. That nation ia one of the
feebler Powers of the earth, and may not dare to make warjyet it would be a diahonor to our national character to attempt
to take away any of her rights without her conaent. We
.bould be more circumspect in relation to thia matter. »l w«
allow thia to go aa it ia, it may afford ground# for a serious
imputation on the national character, both unjust ana
undeserved; and I am unwilling to furnish any plsusiwe
ground for former chargea made in relation to the mtaMt m
which thia Government acted towarda the Republic of Mexico.
The question then being taken on the motion to reconsider,

""yEAS.Messrs. Berrien, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Clem¬
ens, Davis, of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson,
Foote, Houston, Hunter, King, Msson, Morton, Norris,
Soule, and Sturgeon.IS. _~NAYS.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Chase, Clay. D*-
vis, of Massachusetts, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Ewing, Greene,
Jones, Miller, Phelps, Pratt, Rantoul, Rusk. Sewa.*
Shields, Smith, Spruaace, Underwool, Wales, and Warn¬
er.22.
So the motion waa not agreed to.
Mr. HUNTER. There are many here, but I am not one

of them, wbp believe that the session terminates at 12 o ei< ck
to-night. If that be #o, we have only some seven hours left
in which to consider the appropriation bills. which uwowi,I aonift thirty or ftftf iiulltoM*.

.

r this bill cannot pass without further propositions to ameod
and farther debate. I think we ought to try once more and
see whether the Senate will not take up the appropriation
bills. As the mstter will be very much in the power of the
House ef Representatives, there will be no time to submit
amendments of great importance to the appropriation bills.
We have but two alternatives : to take up appropnation bills
now or have in extra aeaaion. I therefore move to lay thia
bill on the table, and on that motion I ask the yeas and naya.
The yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken resulted

as follows :

YEAS.Messrs. Bradbury, Butler,Clemens, Davis <Mis¬
sissippi. Dawson, Downs, Foote, Hale, Hamlin, Houston,
Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Norris, Rusk, Soule, and

"SIR.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Davia, of Massachusetts, Dfekm-
son Dodee, of Wisconsin, Dodge, of lows, Ewing,
Greene, Jones, Miller, Phelps, Pratt, ^tou,»Shields, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Wales, Walker,
and Whitcomb.29.

go the motion was not agreed to.
Mr. RUSK. I move to amend the bill by auding the fol-

" For the improvement of Galveston and Matagorda bays,
$30,000 each. For the improvement of the navigation ot the
Trinity, Brasos, and Sabine rivers, in the Sta» ol leXfti,
$30,000 each."

1 After some debate, the queation was taken on the amend-
ment, by yeaa and nays, and resulted as follows
YEAS.Messrs. Clemens, Foote, Houston, Mtrton, Rusk,

^°NAMessrsTba<1ger, Baldwin, Bell, Borltnd, Brad-
bury, Bright, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davit, of Mas¬
sachusetts, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowi, Ewing,
Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, King, Miller, Phe.pi, Pratt,
Rantoul, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Un-
derwood, Upham, Wales/Walker, and Yulee.33.
So the amendment was rejected.
Mr. SOULE. Mr. President, Imove to insert the bllowing

amendment, to come in at the end of the bill;
** For deepening the passes of the mouth of the Miisissippi

river, one hundred and thirtv thousand dollars.'
I wish it to be known that I was of the minority who, in

in committee, voted sgainst reporting this bill to the Senate.
I pride myself in belonging to that school of strict construction¬ists who deny the General Government the right of apjiying
any portion of the public treasure to such improvemerts as

are not of a national character, and such as may be liiclsded
within those implied powers necessary to carry out an express
constitutional grant. I would willingly accept as the basis of
my creed, and as my rule of action with respect tothe gra'e
measure in debate, the doctrine laid down in Mr. Polk s cele¬
brated veto message. What opinions he there expreeeed, I
adopt as my own, and nothing can ever induce me to depart
from the principles on which they are predicated. \Vhenever
the provisions of that bill shall be restrained to such improve-
ments as are either sanctioned by the constant practice of the
Government, from its institution to this dsy, or fall clearly
within the sphere of such works as are necessary to carry out
a great national object pointedly contemplated by the framers
of the constitution, I will give it my earnest and cordial sup¬
port. But I am determined to go no further; and, moreover,
to exert all my powers and my energies to prevent others from
transgressing that lioe, which I consider aa carrying as far as

they can be safely carried, the limits of fair constitutional con¬
struction. In presenting this amendment, I feel assured that
I remain within the strict rule which I have just laid down.
It provides for an improvement of ne sectional import, whose
character will not be denied to be such as must remove all
constitutional scruples. It but seeks to carry out the inten¬
tions of the National Legislature, as conveyed through the
appropriation made at the last session, in order that surveys
might be made, and the question decided whether or not the
nasses at the mouth of the Mississippi could be so deepened
as to afford a safe and easy entrance into, and egress froin
that river, to vessels drawing upwards of eighteen feet of
water. Well, the surrey has been made, and I hold in my
hand an able, comprehensive, and most luminous report on
the practicability of the work for which this appropriation is

asked. And, as I could not lay before the Senate views
more in point, and more condensed than those presented in
that report, I desire permission to use it in lieu of the speech
which otherwise I would fed compelled to deliver, and to
have it read from the desk of the Secretary.
The Sbcbbtakt proceeded to read the report.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I move to dispense with

the reading of the paper. , __A «. _iMr. FOOTE. I do not think we can vote understanding^
without hearing it read.

. ..Mr. SOULE. I hope the motion of the Senator from Mas¬
sachusetts will not prevail. That report waa ordered to be
printed by the Senate, and I do serioualy consider that, unlaw
the report be read, it is impossible that Senators can vote
understanding^ on the amendment.

Mr. BADGER. I rise to a queation of order. I under-
atand a question is raised as to the reading of that paper,
which muat be decided without debate.

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to a point of order also. I under-
ftm^ the Senator from Louisiana to have stated distincly that
be simply wished this document read aa a part of his speech.
Therefore, I think the Senator from Massachusetts Is not in
order in moving to dispense with its reading.

Mr. BADGER. I object to it, and that brings up the
question. *

,f .Mr. 80ULE. I give notice that the motion, if it pre¬
vail, will have no effisct, for I am determined that the Senate
ahall understand the matter i and if the report be not read by
the Secretary, I shall read it myself.

Mr. BADGER. The Senator haa no more right tf read
it himeetf then to have it read. ?

Mr. FOOTE. I call for the yeas and nays on the motion
to dispense with the reading.
The yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken, resulted

as follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Bright, Chase,Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis, of Massachusetts, Dodge, of

Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Ewing, Greene, Miller, Pearee,
Phelps, Rantoul, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, and
Walker.22.
NAYS.Messra. Borland, Butler, Cata, Clemens, Dawson,Dickinson, Feldh, Fcote, Gwin, Hale, Houston, Hunter,Mason, Morton, Norris, Rhett, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward,Soule, Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee.43.
So the motion was not agreed to.
The SxcakTaar proceeded to read the doramsut, am-

having read some tune.
Mr. PHELPS roee and said : I would recommend la the

Senste to have the residue of the document read after our
adjournment, and I make a motion to dispense with the fur¬
ther reading at this tifhe.

Mr. FOOTE. Ia that motion in order ?
Mr. PHELPS. No one listens to it. It can be read as

well and aa profitably after the fourth of March as now.
Mr. FOOTE. A proposition was made to dispense with

the reading, and it was voted down.
Mr. COOPER. Thia is a motion to dispense with the

further reading.
Mr. FOOTE. A portion of it bad been read before, when

the motion was made to dispense with the reading. This i«
the same proposition, and 1 trust we may have it read ; it i«
really one of the most interesting, and instructive, and beau¬
tiful reports I have ever heard.

Mr. BADGER. To tboee who desire to hear the docu¬
ment, I beg to say that there is so much " noise and confu¬
sion" that we cannot hear one word-
The PRE8IDINO OFFICER, (Mr. Noaais in tte

chair.) The motion is to diepeose with the further reading-
It is the opinion of the Chair that the motion can be enter¬
tained.

,Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Has any thing intervened
since the vote waa taken on mat question *

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There bw been the
leading of a Urge part or the document.

Mr. DAVIS, of Miseiasippi. I think nothing has inter¬
vened which can allow the question to be taken again.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 8enator appeal

from the decision of the Chair >

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do.
The PRE8IDING OFFICER. A large portion of the

document has been read. A motion has been made to dis¬
pense with the farther reading. The Chair has decided the
motion to be in order, and from that decision the Seoator from
Mississippi takes an appeal.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Upon that appeal I ask the
yeas and nays.
The yeae and nay* were ordered.
Mr. FOOTE spoke at much leogth on the subject of the

appeal.
Mr. MA80N. I understood the Senator from Kentucky,

whom I do not eee in his seat, (Mr. Ciav,) to say this morn¬
ing, that when he became eatisfied that it was the purpose of
the minority to defeat the passage of thie bill, he would vote
to lay it on the table. I presume by this time he is satisfied.
I do not know how far gentlemen on that side acreed with
him, and, to test the matter, I move to lay the bill upon the
tabic. *

Mr. WALKER. Is that in order while there is a ques¬
tion pending >

The PRESIDENT. It is suggested that the motion of
lb* Senator from Virginia is net In ortler, and that the appeal

mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It has been'so long s!nee the
decision ofthe Chair was given that I presume Senators have
lest sight of It. I take no special interest in the question. I
shall not take issue whether the remainder of the paper shall
be read or not. There were only two or three pages left, and
it might have been read and re-read while we have been argu¬
ing whether it should be read or not. I take but little inte¬
ract in the question of reading, because I have read the docu¬
ment myself, and presume most others have.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair will ask the Senator from

Virginia to state his motion.
Mr. MASON. It was to lay the bill on the table.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 trust I have nothing so pe¬

culiar in my mode ef stating- the subject. I was about to
withdraw the appeal which I had taken. The Senate have
discussed the question of reading the document until the
whole subject is dead. If the reading were to commence at
the point where it was interrupted, no one could establish the
connexion between the portion which has been read and that
which remains. The object, therefore, in calling for the read¬
ing is lost by the motion of the Senator from Vermont. I
have no desire to have it read after it has been broken off. I
wanted it read in connexion, when the few pages which were
left would be in connexion with what has gone before. I
have now no interest in having it read, as that object als teeft
defeated.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair will take the sense of the

Senate upon the question. The Senate had ordered the read¬
ing of the document by a vote of the Senate; that document
was partislly read, when a Senator moved to dispense with
the further reading. It belongs to the Senate to aay whether
they will dispense with the reading or not. The question
waa raised whether it was proper to make auch a motion, and
on the decision of the Chair being announced that it was pro¬
per, the 8enator from Mississippi took an appeal. The yeas
and nays have been ordered on that question, and they cannot
be withdrawn except by the unanimous consent of the Se¬
nate. The question is, is the decision of the Chair correct *

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Before the question is taken,
I wish to put myself right. I say nothing bad intervened,
and part only of the document had been read when a motion
was made to dispense with the resding of (he remainder. I
hold that as only a part had been read when the Senate or¬
dered the reading of the whole, the decision was not parlia¬
mentary.

Mr. CLAY. I think it was a parliamentary decision.
When the Benator from North Csrolina moved to dispense
with the reading of the report there was no positive order to
read the report, but the 8enate overruled the motion to dis¬
pense with the reading. Sir, I hope it will be taken down
by the stenographers that the readiog of this report has occu¬

pied about one hour of the most precious time that any delib¬
erative body ever had. Well, sir, the 3enate overruled the
motion to dispense with the reading; and has not the Senate
. right to say at any time during the progress of the reading
ef the repast that they will dispense with tbe further reading *

This is th« question, whether, as they refused to dispense with
the reading at first, they have not the right to say, after an
hour haa been spent in its reading, they will dispense with
the further reading of the report ?

Mr. FOOTE. I merely wish to say, in perfect good hu¬
mor, that really it seems to me nothing should excite us now ;
for we are getting on extremely well and very calmly. I was
about to say that if the reporters should note the fact suggest
ed, as it would be going out of their ordioary line to do so, I
hope they will also report that the report which was refused
to be read was of a very interesting character and a very scien¬
tific on*,, containing a vast amount of valuable instruction.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Tbe Senator from Ken¬
tucky, (Mr. Clat,) for the second time in this debate, as¬

sumes to lecture members of the Senate, because of a course
of opposition to this bill, in which I participate. He fi'st
raised the question of fairneas in the assertion of a right to
check tbe majority by the privileges of the minority; which
involves the consideration whether the minority are en'itled
to parliamentary law or not. Who are these rules made forf
For the stronger ' Tbey need no defence. If not for the mi¬
nority they are waste paper. They are made rationally, ne-

cessarily roust be made to protect the minority in their rights,
¦nyifig which not tbe least is the right to be heard before they
are required to vote. But now a Senator who has wasted
hour after hour in speaking on petitions, on questions of re¬

ference, and on this bill, talks about tbe precious time wasted
in reading the report. Why is time so precious consumed ?
Because the last hours of the session are wasted by that Sena¬
tor and his trained band insisting upon tbe further considera¬
tion of this .bill.
The PRESIDENT. The Senator should not make such

remarks.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I choose to tell the truth.

That should be in order. Is it in order for Senators to l«
lectured for doing what constitutional opinions require ? Is it
in order that the minority, who are contending under parlia¬
mentary rules for constintional rights, who are resisting what
they believe to be an encroachment upon principles as sacred
as the preservation of the Union itself, should be rebuked be¬
cause they do not paosively yield to the dictation of the ma¬

jority } If, sir, wo live under a Government of fixed law, if
the minority have rights of which the majority cannot justly
deprive them, I ask where ie the propriety of holding those
eensur ible who take advantage of tbe rules made for the r pro¬
tection ? Upon what foundation rests the claim of tbe majo¬
rity to govern ' Is it absolute ? Is it a natural right' or is
it conventional ' I say conventional merely. It may be as¬

sumed by some that the majority have a natural right de¬
rived from the power, the force which belonce to them. It
does not follow that the majority have the force.that they
have the power to coerce the obedience of the minority.
Tbey may or may not have the natural right of tbe stronger.
The claim here, so far as it is just, rests upon compact. It is
conventions!, and being conventional is held subject to every
limitation and restriction which belongs to the convention.
The msjority here have power to govern the minority only
according to parliamentary rules, according to the constitution
snd laws of the land. I eey then that it ia unjust and oflfen-
aive to arraign the minority because they do not bow with sub¬
missive neck to receive the yoke of the majority wherever
they chooee to impose it. If this is a land of freemen ; if
we are worthy of thoee from whom we derive our political in
dependence, it is not becauee we are in the minority that we
will sacrifice our righta to dictation, however haughty the dic¬
tator may be. If we are legitimate descendants of those
who, whonfewand feeble, contested tbe authority of the proud¬
est Tower upon the globs, and staked their lives, their pro¬
perty, end sacred honor on the issue, we can hardly be ex¬

pected to taruish so fair a fame by the abandonment of un¬

questionable righta and tbe surrender ofconstitutional opinions
to avoid the slight danger to which the manifested displeasure
exposes us.

Mr. President, for three days I have endeavored here, as
chairman of the committee to which the Senate referred cer¬
tain questions), to report them back. For three days I have
endeavored to report, ae amended in committee, a bill which
had passed tbe House and wae entitled to the action of the
Senate. Each day the morning businees has l+en dispensed
with, and a haughty majority, disregarding alike the usual
form of proceeding and tbe wishes of the tninori'y, bsve co¬
erced the immediate consideration of their fsvorite measure.
And now, in the expiring hours of the session, though every
appropriation bill is waiting to be passed, we are driven on¬
ward by their determination to adhere to tbe river and harbor
bill. Do they hops that our oppoeition will he withdrawn to
prevent tbe defeat of the neceseary appropriation bills > Or
do tbey still rely on our dread of popular censure } Sir, if I
stood Mte done, and bad tbe power to check tbe passage of
that bill, though the thunderbolt of all the indignation which
haa been foretold were levelled at my bead, I would meet it
ae tbe steeple meets the storm. I would be found, if it were

possible for ae, alone to defeat each a corrupt scheme for
plunder as this, and would leave it to others to count tbe ceat.

In this, I am assured, is but expreasedthe fwl,n* of
wild whom I am associated. These who a*Te® W1

.if the friend* of tbia Administration are willing to emtarrass
it} if they are williog to paralyze it for the future, if they
are willing to drive it to the call of an extra
aure which sacrifices every Administration brought io b n«-

cea»ity.let them do it. If we mu>t sacrifice our constitutional
opinion- in order to prevent them from io.tv.Dg tbe'ountry.Ed embarrasaing the Government, an

assign to each the just abate of the responsibly for weaverresults may enaue. Let the Government atop, if thus only
the constitution can live. Tbey with whom U ia a measure
of local benefit t they with whom Una mere ipediency; they have tha power to deeiat from this lUUgfttt.
We, with whom it ia a matter ol principle, have not. 1 will
not, if every appropriation bill shoald fail 11 will not, though
tha functions of the Government should be suspended, tbougn
the navy have to be ordered home, and the army dwbauded,
and the ahipe and fortifications dismantled. I will not surren-
dar the sacred principles involved, according to my belief, in
the caae, m it is now made up in the 8enate. It is time that
speculation baaed on the supposition that the minority are
alarmed at the weight of their responsibility, should cease, and
that members should ask themselves whether or not they are

willing to cloee the aeasioo without providing the means to
curry on the Government ?

.I said of thia bill on last Saturday what I believed to be Ua
true character. To-day I wiahed to be silent. I was pre-
Dared to vote promptly on amendmenta. But I am not, be¬cause one of those who are not willing to let it paea as report -

3"%a bo censured aa constituting patt of . facrioae oppodMoo.
Aa stated on Saturday, I believe that this bill presents t e

question which has so Jong divided our countrymen into two
great political parties. I consider that now w. .land upon
the ground marked from the foundation of thia Union by po¬
litical strife, the opposing theories of latitudinoua and strict
conduction. Moreover, that we are now to meet the propo¬
sition whether, in a time of profound peace and unexampl
commercial prosperity, we shall lay the foundation of a na¬
tional debt, with all its corrupting influences, until wo follow
the steps of our auceators of Great Britain, and load the a-

boring masses with oppressive taxatiou to support a favored

Cl*Mr. PEARCE. If the 8enator from Mississippi will with¬
draw bis appeal, I wiU move to lay the bill upon the table.

Mr. MANGUM. Can it be withdrawn »

The PRESIDENT. Tho yeas and nays have been order¬
ed, and without general consent it cannot be withdrawn.

Mr. DAV18, of Mississippi. I was quite willing to with¬
draw the appeal, for the purpoae of permitting the Senator to
move to lay the bill upon the table. I am anxious that the
means of supporting this Government shall be supplied wi
out the extraordinary expense of an extra session. 1 am
anxious, so far as within me lies, to pass the regular appro¬
priation Dtlls anc avoira embarrassment lo the Administration.
Political relations are subordinate in my mind to the duty or

my station, and I intend that the responsibility shall reat upon
thoae to whom it belongs. I. for one, will not b*ar a aing
atom of that odium which must attach to those wbo defeat the
appropriation bills, in order that they may carry over the heads
of those who have constitutional objection* a measure which
will appropriate dollars and cents to the local or party interests
with*which they are most closely connected. 1 am prepared
at any time to waive thia question of appeal, if the 8enate is

prepared to proceed to ita legitimate business.if it is prepared
to cease from the discussion of a disputed power and.that conferred upon them by pre-existing laws. I hold that
so long as this river and harbor bill is forced upon our consi¬

deration, that we have a right to discuss it as fully as those
bave done who are its peculiar friends. That we have a right
to present our case fairly before the country, and to exhibit
those who are responsible for the defeat of the appropriation
bills in their true light. It is no new question, and it must
have been foreseen, when at the eleventh hour of this screenthe bill waa introduced, that the State-rights Democrats of the
Senate would resist thia a*sump>ion of power by the f ederal
Government. Foreseeing this, I a.k why it waa forced upon
us when only two days were left, and all the important ap¬
propriation bills were yet to be considered ? Are they who
resist, or they who force us to resistance, responsible for the
consequences that may follow » I am willing to risk the judg¬
ment of my constituents and of the whole country on that

l,*Mr PHELPS. I feel bound to apologize to the Senate for
having involved ihem in tbia debate. Permit me to say that
my only object waa to put an end to the proceeding, which
thought was tedious to the whole 8?nate. I admit that I have
been extremely unfortunate, and if I were to remain here
much longer, I think I should be extremely careful bow I at¬
tempted to save the time of the 8enate. Permit me to'ay,
and I think I may say it with truth, that something like an
hour was spent in the reading of that document, and no human
being that I am aware of, in this chamber, was listening to it.
We», sir, when this sort of-I will not call it discourtesy,
because it would not be parliamentary if I dtd.but when we

bave the reading of documents which occupy an hour and a

half or two hours, is a gentleman, because he chooses to ask
that the reading may be dispensed with, to be charged with
interfering with the freeJom of debate 1 do not know tha
the Senator from Mississippi will hear me, but I should be very
much gratified if he will tell roe whether he listened to the
reading of that document at all }

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. No, sir, I could not hear it,
tbe talk<ng was so great I could not hear. I concede so much
to the Senator from Vermont. But with the deep interest I
have in tbe subject, if I had not read it myself before, I should
have drawn up nearer to the Secretary and heard it. 1 had
read it before.

,Mr PHELPS. The Senator is very frank in answering
my question. If he did not hear it, or did not choose to lis¬
ten, why should he object to my motion to suspend the

.*Mr!8DAVI8, of Mississippi. It was that those who bad
not read it ahould know what there waa in it. I took it for
granted that the honorable Senator from Vermont had no
that interest in the mouth of the Mississippi which would lead
him to read the report of the engineer who was aent there,
and I wanted him to hear it before be was called to act on the
amendment.

, QMr. PHELPS. I want to know again, can the Senator
tell me of any body that did liaten 1

Mr. FOOTE. I did, and was very much interested. I
have s'ated that before.

.After some further debate, the quea ion waa taken upon tae
appeal from the decision of the Chair upon the motion of the
Senator from Vermont to suspend the further reading ol the
report, with the following result:

. . .VEAS.Messrs. Atchison Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Bor¬
land, Bright, Cass, Chaa^larke, Clay, Cooper, Davis, of
Massachusetts, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Dodge, ol low,»
las, Ewing, Feloh, Greene, Hale, Jones, Mangum, MiUwr,
Morton, Morris, Pearoe, Phelps, Pratt, ,5Shields, Sini'h, Spruance, Underwood, Upturn, Walker, and
Whi'eomb.36.

. , ...NAYS.Messrs. Berrien, Butler, Clemens, Davis, of Mis¬
sissippi, Dawson, Downs, Houston, Rhett, Ruik, Soule, Tur-
ney,andYulee.12.
8o the decision waa sustained.
The quetfjon then recurred upon the motion to suspend the

further reading of the report.
M*. CLEMEN8. I ask the yeas and nayaon that question.
Tne yeaa a»d nays were ordered.
Mr. PEARCE Before the vote is taken by yeas and

nays, I think it will be in order for me to move to lay the bill
upon the table. We have long been engaged in a fruitless
atruggle. That must be apparent to everyone, the ma
j iriiy are exaaperated with the minority because tbey seek Dy
delay to defeat a measure which they cannot defeat by any
other means. Tbe minority are exasperated with the ma-

jority because they persist in pressing a bill which tne

minority, by means of delay, have it in their power to de¬
feat. It is evident that the result of this strife of parties will
be that the ordinary anl necessary business of the session
must he neglected, tbe machinery of the Government moat
be stopped 5 those bil s upon which the Government depends
for support mast he thrown out, and the Prewdent of the
United Staiea, after a few short months, must either disband
the army and navy, turn out of employment many civil offi¬
cers, and confine himself to the collection of revenue at the
different porta of entry, or he muat subject the country to the
expenae, tho embarrassment, and tbe inconvenience of an
extra session of Congress. Legislatures, perhaps, must be
called together, lo pass laws for the election of members of
Congress out of tbe regular time. Who can tell how many
evils this may bring upon the cowntry And shall we not al|
incur a measure of responsibility ? It will be in va,. for the
minority to attempt to throw the whole measure of responsi¬
bility upon tbe majority ; and I fear it will idle for the
mai uity to attempt to throw it all upon the minority. I am
not sure that the country will not hold all in some dsgree re¬
sponsible for the consequences of this strife.a strife useless
and vain, which cannot result in any beneficial action, and
which c*o ooly result in e»il.
Even now the spectacle which we preeent is not that of the

study, harmonious, and beneficial acftioo of * republican Gov¬
ernment, self-poised and regular, but rather $ spectacle of anar¬
chy.a spectacle which night wall incline men to doubt
whether we have not made some mistake in tha form of gov¬ernment which we have tdopmd, of whose admirable reeolw
we have hitherto been so pro*). I kaow the responsibility l
incur when I make this motion, but 1 muat not avoid it»

much u I regret it, I must hazard the responeibility to my po¬
litical friend8, which I know that I incur alao. But I entreat
the Senate to pause and cease thia strif*, ao utieily usslase
and unprofitable and dangerous. I entreat them to proceed
to the regular business of Congress. Let ua employ the few
waning houra which are left to ua in Uanaacting that neces¬

sary businsM which U ia our duty to perfect. We haveAwe
enough to fix the lespouaiMlity of the failure of the river and
harbor bill, if it ia to be fixed upon one party or the other-
Let ua npw diacharge our remaining duty to the country anJ
keep the Government in motion. I more to lay th^billupon the table. PBBB
The queaiion waa taken upon the motion to lay on to*

table, with the following reeult:
YEAS.Meurs. AtchilOB, Bradbury, Butler. Clemens,

Davis, ofMiisiaiippi^ivioQt Downs, toote, Uwiof Haioli®*
Houston, Hunter. King, Mason, Morton, Norm, rearee,
Rhett, Rusk, Soule, Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee-23.
NAY9.Meaara. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Borland, Bngbr,

Caas, Chaae, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis, of Massachusetts,
Dickinson, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Ewing,
Felcb, Greene, Jones, Manpra, Miller, Phelpa, Pratt, Kan-
toul, Sebaaiao, Seward, Shielda, Smith, Sprnanee, Under*
wood, Uphaan, Walea, Walker, and Whitoomb.33.
80 the motion waa not agreed to.
Mr. SOULE. I had not concluded my remaika. I n»-

derstand the question haa not been decided upon the subject
of having the report read.
The question waa than taken, on the motion to suepano

the farther reading of the document, with the WUuU|.

Dodge,* of lew*, Ewing, Felek, Greeae, Hamlin, £.<"»>Mdler, Phelpa, Pratt, Rantoul, Sebastian, Seward Smnh,
Spruanee, Underwood, Upham, Walea, Walker, and Wh*-

°°NAYS^.Messrs. Atchison, Butler, Clemens, o*
Mississippi, Dawaon, Downs, Foote, Gwia, Houston, Kiog,
Mason, ^lorton, Norris, Rhett, Uusk, Soule, Sturgeon, 1 ur-

ney,and Yulee.19.
80 the further reading waa dispensed with.
Mr. 80ULE. When the reading of the report waa

pended there remained but three pagea to be gone through ;
and those three pagea contained the coneluaiona drawn Iron*
the facta established in what preceded. Among other thing*
recommended in them waa an expenditure of one hundred and
thirty thouaand dollars, which the learned and skilful engineer
conaidered would be amply sufficient to enable the Govern¬
ment to purchase the neceasary machines and be ata to beusetf
in the prosecution of the work, and to complete the first deep¬
ening. An annual expenditure of forty thousand dollars would
then be required to keep the paasee open, and to afford a chan¬
nel with a depth of twenty feet through their whole extent.

I will not insist longer on thia topic. I had announced,
upon introducing my amendment, that I would confine myself
tothe reading of tbe report. I now redeem
consent that a vote be taken wtthout any farther remark
from me.

Mr. DOWN9. I have abstained through this day front
taking up any of the time of the 8enate. I wish to avoid it,
if possible 5 but, inasmuch as it seems to be attempted on both
sides of this struggle to show where the responsibility ought to
lie, and as ihe experience of tbe last two days shows that we
are to do no more business, but talk, I think it is just as well
that I should talk as others. I therefore depart from that rule
which I have pursued this day, and during the discussion on

this subject, and wiah to offer some romirki on this
ment. I do it because I think the amendment just and pro¬
per , and, in addition to that, I do it because I think it is a fair
subject lo illustrate the character of this bill, and the manner
in which it ia to be carried through.

Mr. FOOTE. I do not rise to make a speech, but to say
that I shall act on the principle which has guideJ my conduct
to-day and for aeveral days heretofore, and endeavor, as far as

poasible, not to conaume any time in useless debate. This is
an important proposition, and embracea the interests of the
State of Mississippi aa well as of the 8tate of Louisiana. We
live very near the mouth of the river, and it so happens that
although for the State of Louisiana a considerable appropria¬
tion baa been made, yet in this bill not one single appropria¬
tion is made for the State of Mississippi. Any one who will
look at 1he map will are that there is no better watered State
than Mitiiiiippi* Tbe Yazoo, the Tallahachie, tbe Big Black,
the Yalabuaha, and other rivers are navigable for many hun¬
dred miles by steamboats. It seems that those who framed
thia bill never looked at thi map of the 8tate of Mississippi-
Tbey have wholly neglected her rivers and her claims. In
tbe munificence of the Government, we are treated with cool
contempt, and are expected to bargain our interest in the gen¬
eral funds of the-Government for what may be called a mese
of pottage, for the little appropriation made for the great Mis¬
sissippi river. If we were in an attitude to be bought up,
this appropriation is surely too small to accomplish that ob¬
ject. But I believe I may say for my c nstituents that they
are not in such an attitude; tbey cannot be induced either by
appropriations of land or money to violate their sense of pro-
priety and the principles which have been eo long endeared to
1 ?did not fed at liberty to say less than thia, and I will not
say more, because I am unwilling to consume the time of tbe
Senate unnecessarily. I do hope that after a while the friends
of the bill will become a little reaaonable, and, yielding to the
exigencies of the moment, will act on the appropriation bills
and the various important treaties before ua. .

The question being taken on Mr. Boon's amendment by
yeas and nays, resulted as follows :

YEVS.Messrs. Berrien, Clemens, Davis, of MiaaiaaipDi,
Dawson, Downs, Foote, Houaton, King, Morton, Ruak« Soule,
and Yulee.12.

. ,, . _ . _NAYS.Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Bor¬
land, Bright, Caaa, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Daus, o»
Massachusetta, Dickinson, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Dodge, ot
Iowa, Ewing, Felch, Greene, Hamlin, Jonea, Miller, PI ja rls*
Pearce, Pratt, Rantoul, Seward, Smith, Spruanee, Sturgeon,
Underwood, Upham, Walea, Walker, and Wbiteomb.34.
So the amendment waa rejected.
The honorable 8enator from Kentucky seems to suppose it

is unfair or presumptuous in what he calls the minority to op¬
pose this bill against the majority. But, even admitting that
there ia a majority in favor of this bill, which I do not admit,
still ihe minority have rights. They have a right to be heard v
tbey have a right to express the reaeons why they object to
this bill; and they have a right to endeavor to perfect it an
much as possible, to avoid tbe evils in it. So far from being
unfair on their part, it would be unfair for the majority, if they
bad the power, to force through silently such a bill, without
the minority having any power toexpose the enormities of tbe
bill itself. Thst is what I want to do, and it is what I intend to
do. I am inclined to think it is a very strong argument against
the bill. It shows there is something in it which will not
bear the test of scrutiny and examination; something in' it
that its friends sre not willing to expose to Ihe public ga»,
wh?n they have abstained through a long session, and have
waited until two days of tbe end of the short session, and than
cut off other business and force it upon us, so anxious are tbey
10 bring it to a conclusion, with a sort of mechanical power.
When we have proposed to lay down this bill, for the purpose
of taking up others of great importance, whieb it would take
but a few momen's to complete, they will not consent events
that. They will not permit even the important postage Mil to-
be considered for a moment, for the purpose of concurring i»
the amendments agreed to by the House. They will not per¬
mit it, because they mean to have it all their own way. Let
them have it, if they will. But of one thing I will assure
ihem, that so long as there is so large a minority this bill wil>
dot pass; nor, aa the Senator from Mississippi says, if there
is but one to oppise it, will it be passsd until Ha enormities
are exposed to the world, at least so far aa it ran be done
during the little remnant of the session. It will not be our
fault if tbe appropriation bills are lost in conscience of ihi*
course. We have repeatedly offered, and we now offtr, if
you will permit these bills to he taken up, to pawtbem inthe
shortest possible time, as soon as they can be read over, and
then come to thia b'll after we get the indispensable business
of the session disposed of. But thie proposition does not suit
the gentlemen ; tbey want to force it through, and they wani
the appropriation Mils to help lorce it through. I 'ell tbem
this bill must fail, and the appropriation bdls must fail, am#
thia session must close without their being passed, if this course
is pursued.

, ,, .

Thia being the position of this mstter, there could be
better illustration of tbe enormity ol this bill than tbelact
that it ia attempted to force it through now-lor ihe idea
not only to pass the bill but to pass it wHbeut aaasndsaenf.
Ws do not denv them tbe privilege ,b*
other buainess is disposed ol. They h-v. brought it in, and
they expect us to v-Wtor it with all ««. injuries. Let m.

give a simple of the injustice which is co.ta.ned m the Ml.
This purpoVt. to be s work for public improvement* You
are told by the Senator from Kentucky that ill. neoe-sry fat
the greet We.t-.he valley ol the MiMi^ppi. If any pee-ZJ ,,f the Union is entitled to such appropriations, tbe valley
of the Mississippi is so entitled. But this Mil begins at tbe
wron. end Who ever heard before that you would be,*
with ihe branches of tbe river for the purpos.irf «mprovi.c
it. and leave the mouth stopped up > But hare is a MU .»
which ths Tenneeeea, the Miaeouri, and tba Arkansas an to
be improved up to their extreme branches, without any hail
u ,0 The extent. Without questioning tba propriety of tba*.
we nJ that these improvements are coaapsiatively iawgnii
cent while the cemmuiucatwo is cut offMow. We propose


